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Rattlesnake Hills Wine Trail Celebrates the BIG Birthday with 
the Third Annual Red, White & Blues 

  

On Friday, Saturday and Sunday, July 4th, 5th & 6th, 2008, Rattlesnake Hills Wine Trail 
wineries will host eight (8) live bands, food vendors, and artists at the third annual Red, White & 
Blues Fest! Come and enjoy the wine, music, food and atmosphere, and celebrate The Big Birthday in 
style. No charge except for the Main Event. The band and food  line-up: 
Friday, July 4th  
4-7 pm Bonair Winery: Blues Vocalist & Keyboard (complimentary) ~ 
Spanish Tapas will be available 
  
7 PM (MAIN EVENT) at Silver Lake Winery with Three RHWT 
Wineries’ WINE & FOOD PAIRINGS, the fabulous HUDSON ROCKET 
BAND, Rattlesnake Hills WINE SAMPLING, and FIREWORK S over the 
four cities. At 7 PM, the main event begins at Silver Lake Winery with wine pairings provided by 
three RHWT wineries, the Hudson Rocket Band playing their signature blues all evening, wine 
sampling and wine available from all the RHWT wineries. It ends with the valley-wide fireworks 
display, seen only from the top of the hill at Silver Lake Winery, while the blues are playing in the 
background. Cost: $30, Limited number of tickets available. 
 (Food and additional RHWT wine available for purchase. Lawns chairs or blankets suggested.) 

 RESERVE YOUR TICKETS NOW! 
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Where do you buy tickets for the Main Event? 
Tickets can be purchased at the wineries of the Rattlesnake Hills Wine Trail, the Yakima Visitor Center 
off I-82 at exit 33, or through the internet at LocalWineEvents.com. (See the ‘Reserve Your Tickets 
Now’ link above.) They will be available at the door if not sold out prior to the event. 
  
  
Coming up in the Rattlesnake Hills: 
July 19: Silver Lake Winery’s Beach Party, Clam Bake and Outdoor Movie - July  in Zillah  What 
could be better on a hot sunny day than a chilled glass of Silver Lake’s Roza Rosé or Sauvignon Blanc 
with a plate of fresh clams cooked in butter and herbs while kicking back in your lawn chair? Live 
music all day, lots of food and a movie in the early evening. 509.829.6235 www.silverlakewinery.com 
  
August, Sundays: Silver Lake Winery again hosts their annual August Summer Music Series, 2008. 
Bring your lawn chair and enjoy live music, a glass of chilled wine and Salmon lunches every Sunday in 
August.  
  

  
August 23rd - Fourth Annual ‘Snake in the Glass’ Passport Party  
Invitations have been sent out, and the tickets sales have been wild! If you haven’t purchased your ticket 
yet, don’t delay any longer. Three-fourths of the tickets have already been sold and you don’t want to 
miss this one-of-a-kind, exclusive event rewarding you for completing the Passport and being such a 
wonderful customer! Go to www.rattlesnakehills.com and click ‘Events’. 
  

*** News Flash*** Available at the Main Event is the special, collector’s edition, “Red, 
White and Blues Festival” Cab-Merlot blend. (Last year, a few lucky attendees obtained the 

collector’s edition Red, White and Blues Zinfandel at Tefft Cellars.) Don’t miss out this year! (Available 
also at Tefft Cellars and the Yakima Visitor Center for a short time.) 
  
  

Saturday, July 5th 
12-3 pm Silver Lake Winery: Romagossa Blú (complimentary) ~ 
Barbequed lunches available 
  
2-5 pm Piety Flats Winery: GentlemanWild (complimentary) ~ 
Picnic next to the Band – bring your own or purchase there 
  
2-6 pm Tefft Cellars: Darnell Scott & the Desert Blues Band 
(complimentary) ~ The Depot Restaurant cuisine available 
  
3-6 pm Steppe Cellars: Square Dance (complimentary) ~ Grill 
Your Own Picnic – Bring your own or purchase there 
  
5-8 pm Paradisos del Sol: The Rod Giles Band (complimentary) ~ 
Miz Dee’s Southern Barbecue available 
  

Sunday, July 6th 
12-4 pm Masset Winery Stan Fortier Blues Guitar and Vocals ~ Catered Lunches available 
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Cruise 2009 or 2010: 
Have you thought about booking your cruise to go with the Rattlesnake Hills Wine Trail in May of next 
year? Well, hold on to your wine glass because the advertised cruise has been deferred (which means it 
was so popular that we couldn’t all fit!). BUT . . . we are working on putting together another cruise 
leaving from and returning to Seattle. I’ll have more information for you in the next newsletter.  
  
  

Garnering Attention:  
Every month, wineries in the Rattlesnake Hills garner awards on their amazing hand-crafted wines. This 
past month was unbelievable for the number of awards taken at national and international wine contests! 
Take a look and try some of these wines soon: 
  

Pacific Rim International Wine Competition (over 2000 wines from 450 wineries in six 

countries) 
Best of Class:  
Hyatt Vineyards’ Roza Ridge label, 2004 Syrah, Rattlesnake Hills Appellation 
  
Gold:   
Hyatt Vineyards’ Roza Ridge label, 2004 Cabernet Sauvignon, Rattlesnake Hills Appellation 
  
Silver:  
Hyatt Vineyards, 2006 Zillah Gorilla Zinfandel, Rattlesnake Hills Appellation 
Hyatt Vineyards’ Roza Ridge label, 2004 Merlot, Rattlesnake Hills Appellation 
Silver Lake at Roza Hills Winery, 2006 Sauvignon Blanc/Fumé Blanc, Rattlesnake Hills Appellation 
Silver Lake at Roza Hills Winery, 2005 Silver Lake Merlot, Rattlesnake Hills Appellation 
  
Bronze: 
Silver Lake at Roza Hills Winery, 2005 Cabernet-Merlot Blend, Rattlesnake Hills Appellation 
Silver Lake at Roza Hills Winery, 2007 Riesling, Rattlesnake Hills Appellation 
Tefft Cellars, 2003 Villarocca, Rattlesnake Hills Appellation 
  

Critics Challenge International Wine Competition, May 2008  
Silver: 
Eaton Hill Winery, 2004 Cabernet Sauvignon, Eaton Hill Vineyards 
  
2008 San Francisco International Wine Competition  
Bronze: 
Eaton Hill Winery, 2004 Konnowac Vineyards Cabernet Sauvignon  
Eaton Hill Winery, Lot 07 "Sunglow"  
  
2008 Riverside International Wine Competition 
Silver: 
Bonair Winery, 2005 Rattlesnake Hills Chateau Puryear Vineyard Cabernet Franc  
Bonair Winery, 2006  Yakima Valley Chardonnay    
  
2008 Northwest Wine Summit  
Silver: 
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Bonair Winery, 2004 Rattlesnake Hills Morrison Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon  
  
Bronze: 
Eaton Hill Winery, 2004 Eaton Hill Vineyards Cabernet Sauvignon  
Bonair Winery, 2005 Rattlesnake Hills Chateau Vineyard Chardonnay 
  
Washington State Wine Competition, May 2008 
Double Gold 
Steppe Cellars, 2006 Syrah 
  
Gold: 
Claar Cellars, 2005 Merlot 
Hyatt Vineyards, 2006 Winter Harvest Riesling 
  
Silver:  
Eaton Hill Winery, 2005 Cab Franc (the 10th medal for this wine!) 
Hyatt Vineyards, 2005 Cabernet Sauvignon 
Hyatt Vineyards, 2007 Riesling 
Masset Winery, 2005 Petite Syrah 
Masset Winery, 2005 les Vignes de Marcoux Meritage 
Piety Flats Winery, 2004 Syrah 
Piety Flats Winery, 2007 Riesling 
Portteus Vineyards, 2006 Cabernet Franc 
Portteus Vineyards, 2006 Petite Sirah 
Silver Lake Winery, 2006 Roza Rosé 
Silver Lake Winery, 2006 Reserve Zinfandel 
Steppe Cellars, 2007 Gewürztraminer 
Two Mountain Winery, 2007 Riesling 
  
Bronze: 
Piety Flats Winery, 2006 Pinot Grigio-Chardonnay 
Portteus Vineyards, 2006 Rattlesnake Red 
Portteus Vineyards, 2005 Cabernet Sauvignon 
Portteus Vineyards, 2004 Old Vine Cabernet Sauvignon 
Portteus Vineyards, 2006 Chardonnay 
Silver Lake Winery, 2004 Reserve Merlot 
Silver Lake Winery, 2005 Merlot 
Steppe Cellars, 2006 Semillon 
Tefft Cellars, 2007 Dry Gewürztraminer 
Two Mountain Winery, 2004 Merlot 
Two Mountain Winery, 2004 Syrah 
  
Did you see last month’s newsletter? So many awards in the Rattlesnake Hills Wine Trail!!! Some are 
pretty limited in quantities already so if plan to try them, you might want to do it soon! 
  
But wait!  That isn’t all! The Summer edition of Wine Press Northwest reviewed several wines from 
the Rattlesnake Hills Wine Trail. Here are some of the results: 
Steppe Cellars was in the news again with most of their wines. Big Sage Red scored "outstanding" and 
"Best Value", 2006 Syrah, 2006 Gewurztraminer, and 2006 Late Harvest Riesling were rated 
"outstanding". Their 2006 Dry Riesling and 2006 Semillon were rated "excellent"! 
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And . . . Tefft Cellars was rated “excellent”  on four of their wines: 2005 Merlot, 2004 Cabernet 
Sauvignon, 2005 Chenin Blanc ‘Vin Santo’, and their Cabernet Port!  
  
Masset Winery's 2005 Basket Pressed Syrah received 90 Points from Wine Spectator in the 15 June 
issue.   The 2005 Reserve Syrah received a 90 rating in the 30 June issue.  Pretty amazing to get 90 point 
ratings in consecutive issues!!  
  
And Bob Woehler of ‘Woehler on Wine’ reviewed a couple Silver Lake Winery wines this past week. 
His comments: “Silver Lake Winery has been around since 1989 and is owned by 1,200 of its own 
customers. It's Washington's only consumer-owned winery with each member owning shares in the 
winery . . . Two Silver Lake wines that caught my fancy were a 2006 Chenin Blanc, Rattlesnake Hills 
for $8.99 that has wonderful juicy fruit characteristics and a finish of lemon and limes. Match with flaky 
halibut and a squeeze of lemon. The Silver Lake 2005 Reserve Merlot, Rattlesnake Hills, at $18.99, 
shows tasty dark berries and bittersweet chocolate and is rated "outstanding" by Wine Press Northwest. 
A ground chuck burger on the barbecue would make a dinner match made in heaven.” 

  
  

Winery News 
Team Tefft Cellars placed second in the Fifth Annual Northwest Regional Petanque Tournament held in 
Walla Walla a couple of weeks ago. They competed against 15 teams from around the state. Joel, Marty, 
and Laurel were undefeated for four games until we were defeated in the final round. Second prize was a 
Radoux American Oak barrel. 
Petanque is a French game of throwing large metal balls (boules) as close as possible to a small wooden 
ball (cochonnet or pig).  It is played on hard dirt or gravel.  It is great fun and made even better with 
good friends and good wine.   

  
A SPECIAL WELCOME TO ALL OUR NEW PASSPORT COMPLETER S! 

Don’t forget to register early for the Passport Party!!!   
Have a wonderful and safe 4th of July, and hope to 
see you soon on the ‘Trail’! 

  
Shannon Bird, Executive Director 
Rattlesnake Hills Wine Trail   
  
For more information on Rattlesnake Hills events, visit www.rattlesnakehills.com, e-mail 
info@rattlesnakehills.com or call 888.375.RHWT. 
  
To opt out of this newsletter mailing, please reply with “Cancel Newsletter” in subject line or opt out by using the 
instructions sent to you in an e-mail previously. The RHWT never shares your information!  

  
  
Proud Supporters of the Rattlesnake Hills Wine Trail!  Visit 
www.zillahlakes.com 
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